8S           THE VILLAGE GODS OF SOUTH INDIA
of his fraternity, the Panikas or Bannus, and they set
to work. A pit is dug in the middle room of the house,
or in the yard or the stable, or the field, as the occasion
may require. Into this one of the magicians descends.
He sits down in Hindu fashion muttering mantrams.
Pieces of wood are laid across the pit, and covered with
earth a foot or two deep. Upon this platform a fire of
jack wood is kindled, into which butter, sugar, different
kinds of grain, eta, are thrown. This sacrifice continues
all night, the Panika sacrificer above, and his im-
mured colleague below, repeating their incantations
all the while. In the morning the pit is opened,
and the man returns to the light of day. These
sacrifices are called maranada ball, or death atone-
ments. They cost from ten to fifteen rupees. Instead
of a human being, a cock is sometimes shut up in the
pit and killed afterwards.
"In cases of sore affliction befalling a whole Grama
or Nad (village), such as small-pox, cholera, or cattle
disease, the ryots combine to appease the wrath of
Mariamma by collecting contributions of pigs,  fowls,
rice, cocoanuts, bread, and plantains from the different
houses, and depositing them at the Mandu :   whence
they are  carried in  procession  with   tom-toms.   In
one basket there is some rice,  and the members of
each house on coming out bring a little rice in the
hand, and waving it round the head, throw it into
the basket,   with  the  belief  that  the   dreaded  evil
will depart with the rice.   At last the offerings are
put  down  on the   Nad boundary,   the animals  are
killed, their blood is offered on  a  stone,   the  rice
and basket are left, and the rest of the provisions
are consumed by the  persons  composing  the  pro-
cession.   The people of adjoining Gramas   or   Nads
repeat the same ceremony, and thus the epidemic is
supposed to be banished from the country.   In still
greater calamities, a flock of sheep is driven from
Nad to Nad, and at last expelled from the country/'